April ___, 2006


Representative __________
HOUSE DISTRICT ___

P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768 

Re: Support Collaborative Law amendment to Civil Practice & Remedies Code

Dear Representative ________:

A bill is being proposed for adoption by the Texas legislature to create a Collaborative Law statute that would apply to civil cases. A similar statute was adopted in 2001 for family law cases. Since that statute was passed, the Collaborative Law process has been a blessing to both lawyers and clients in family law cases where the litigants want to resolve their legal disputes without completely destroying their relationships with the other parties. Not everyone with a legal dispute wants a Rambo lawyer. Some want a wise counselor and legal guide who can help them reach a resolution.
For examples of some civil litigation matters that might be well-served by a Collaborative Law approach, consider probate matters, disputes in family-owned businesses, partnership dissolutions, disputes between companies and their major suppliers, employment disputes, and civic association and neighborhood disputes.
Collaborative Law is a voluntary process that already has a good track record in the family law arena. If the Collaborative Law process breaks down, traditional litigation is still available. Collaborative Law may not be appropriate for every dispute, but shouldn’t clients be entitled to choose for themselves? Are its opponents just misinformed? Or are they afraid that consumer awareness of a less adversarial process will hurt their
business?
I urge you to learn about Collaborative Law and support the passage of a Collaborative Law statute to help facilitate the resolution of legal disputes in a way that has the potential to heal. 
Please let me know what position you are taking with respect to the proposed statute.
Your constituent,

Name:
Address:
